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A. Listening Comprehension

Part One: News Items

Part Two

Jane Graham Mary David Rebecca Mia Sim

F C A G B E H

Part Three

what Jessica means by ‘going on strike’ (She) stop(ped) tidying up / cleaning up. 

why this was necessary
(The) house was always a mess. / Her 
children did not tidy up after themselves. 

what was wrong in the house (2 aspects)

  (The) breakfast/dinner dishes were on 
the table.

  (The) dishwasher was overflowing / 
full.

  (The) children’s shoes / backpacks 
were in the hall. 

  Dirty socks (were) on the floor. 
  (Used) tissues (were) on the sofa. 

what the dog did (It) lick(ed) the dirty plates clean. 

what happened on Day Four
(The youngest) daughter / Quinn cried / 
broke down / picked her stuff up around 
the house / asked her mum for help.

why Jessica ended the strike
(Her/The) children were beginning to 
fight / blame each other.

what she did while the children were tidying up (She) sat on the couch / drank coffee. 

what the children now do to help
(They) rinse the breakfast dishes / put 
the breakfast dishes in the dishwasher / 
empty their lunch boxes. 

why Jessica can feel proud of herself
(Her) children are now more independent 
/ will be able to look after themselves. 

Item 1
a) ✓n say. 
b) ✓n only online.
c) ✓n conversation between two people.
d) ✓n French, Italian, Spanish, English

Item 2 
a) ✓n Juliana. 
b) ✓n pig. 
c) ✓n painted nails.
d) ✓n in hospitals.
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B. Reading Comprehension

1. Match the correct headings.

part of the text 1 2 3 4 5

heading G D E A B

2. Tick (✓) the right statements.

a) ✓n is taken to less developed countries. 
 b) ✓n increase in the near future. 
 c) ✓n about 50 million tonnes. 
 d) ✓n poisonous substances escape into the environment. 
 e) ✓n electronic goods do not last long. 
 f) ✓n China
 g) ✓n a lot of e-waste is not recycled properly. 
 h) ✓n 120 million mobile phones were sold in the US. 
 i) ✓n contain precious metals such as gold. 
 k) ✓n there will be a shortage of rare-earth elements.   

3. Read the text and answer the questions. 

 a) She hated it from the start. / LA can turn on you if you’re not on your guard.
 b) (The worst is) if they think nothing. / if they don’t think anything.
 c) The tables are set out in a grid. / Students are designated by tables.
 d)  geeks / - losers / - student council / - (deeply committed) Christians / - drama students /  

- young felons
 e)  She sits at one of the uncategorised tables / with other students who don’t really fit into 

a group.
 f)  They are in the eleventh grade. / - They have got the shiniest teeth. / - They have got the 

best hair. / - They have got the fastest cars. / - They have got the sleekest abs. / - They 
are the most popular kids. / - They are a group of sixteen.

 g)  She cannot be herself. / Nobody is really interested in her. / She has to play a designated 
role. / She is ruled by others. / She feels helpless. / She wants school to be as painless 
as possible.

 h)  Maybe she feels jealous of Abigail. / She dislikes/hates Abigail. / Maybe she admires 
Abigail secretly, because Abigail is the “star“ at the table. / She thinks Abigail is stupid or 
silly. / She can’t understand why a girl like Abigail is so popular. 
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C. Use of Language

1. Mediation

 Du  [D]:  Was ist ein “Hutzelfeuer“?
 Du  [E]:   Old Christmas trees are burned on a fire. The fire is meant to drive out the winter.   
 Du  [D]:  Welche anderen Bräuche haben wir hier?
 Du  [E]:   The biggest event here is “Kirmes”. They put up a tent and there are bands in the 

evenings. The whole village comes together and everybody looks forward to it all 
year.

 Du  [E]:   Is there something similar where you are from?
 Du  [D]:  Nein, es gibt nichts Vergleichbares. Aber da, wo er herkommt, ist “Burns Night” 

sehr wichtig. Es ist eine Feier zu Ehren des schottischen Dichters Robert Burns. 
Und wird immer Ende Januar gefeiert.

 Du  [E]:   What happens on “Burns Night”? 
 Du  [D]:  Sie essen immer “Haggis”, Kartoffelbrei und Rüben. Außerdem werden Reden 

gehalten, es gibt Whisky und Leute tragen Gedichte von Burns vor.

2. Words and structures

 (1) of 
 (2) people 
 (3) has been 
 (4) paints 
 (5) which
 (6) urgent 
 (7) sooner 
 (8) including 
 (9) protect 
 (10) effects 
 (11) Places 
 (12) don’t act
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D. Text Production

1. The story behind the picture

  Kathy and Jane from Stapelton High School are on their way home talking about their special 
education day topic “Overcoming Obstacles”. Looking around, Jane points at a chain link fence 
shouting: “Kathy, that is our obstacle!” Kathy’s expression shows bewilderment. “What do 
you mean, Jane?” Jane smiles: “Here is our obstacle. Let’s try getting over it.” Kathy starts 
laughing: “I’m sure our teachers didn’t mean climbing fences in deciding about the topic of our 
education day. Never mind, let’s try managing this fence.” 

  The two girls walk towards the fence and luckily there is a small support for their feet. Jane 
tries getting her foot in between the wire netting and pulls herself up. Kathy is not so sure 
about this experiment. Even if they got over the fence how would they get back? There was no 
support on the other side. Jane has made up her mind. She gets rid of her backpack in throw-
ing it over the fence. Then she pulls herself up, puts one foot over, turns it, finds hold in the 
wire netting, places herself on top of the fence, swings her second leg over and starts climbing 
down. Kathy is amazed about Jane’s adventure, but she can’t decide on doing it herself. So 
overcoming obstacles can separate if someone is left behind.

 
2. Article for school magazine 

 A good night’s sleep
Hello folks, walking to school today I saw lots of class-mates looking very tired and already 
exhausted though the lessons had not even started yet. As you know, getting a good night’s 
sleep is very important for your mental health including concentration and attentiveness. 
Maybe I can help increasing both if you follow some advice: First, you should think about your 
day time routines. Do you practise physical exercises or are you just sitting in front of your 
technical gadgets not moving your bum? Get up, get out, move and you will notice that your 
brain clears of all those thoughts which might prevent you not sleeping well. Try to stick to 
routines. Get up and go to bed at the same time daily. 
I know myself that I used to stay awake late because I enjoyed the freedom of the night not 
being disturbed all the time. But when I went to bed I usually could not fall asleep, because I 
had overcome my tiredness. Avoiding this, you should go straight to bed when you notice you 
get tired. It helps you fall asleep straight away. Last not least, don’t watch TV late. Nestle down 
in bed, read a few lines and you will soon find out that a good night’s sleep has a positive effect 
on your physical and mental health. Your school report will show it.


